
OREGON CONSTRUCTION: 
STATEWIDE TO REGIONAL 
LABOR TRENDS
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Industry-Education Happy Hour
September 23rd, 2025 
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The backdrop: State level data
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Population Survey (CPS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES) 
Quarterly Forecast from Oregon Office of Economic Analysis (EOA)
OED Industry and Occupational Projections
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Rising unemployment rates

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Unemployment Statistics 
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employers dropped 2,700 Oregon 
nonfarm payrolls Jobs in July

employers Dropped 80 Central Oregon 
nonfarm payrolls Jobs in July

Nonfarm has been trending downward

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Construction added 2,700 Jobs in July

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Heavy and civil engineering construction has seen slow but steady job growth

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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2024 saw Jobs in construction of buildings decline but most recent data positive

Residential building construction

Nonresidential building construction
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Construction of Buildings Monthly Employment by Subsector
Oregon, not seasonally adjusted, July 2019 - July 2025

Residential building construction

Nonresidential building construction
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Oregon, not seasonally adjusted, 2001 - 2024

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Over the year specialty trade contractor jobs in Oregon have declined 

Building equipment contractors

Building finishing contractors

Building foundation and 
exterior contractors

Other specialty trade contractors
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Specialty Trade Contractors Yearly Employment by Subsector
Oregon, not seasonally adjusted, 2001 - 2024

Building foundation and exterior contractors

Building equipment contractors

Building finishing contractors

Other specialty trade contractors
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construction sector set to have some of the strongest long-term growth

Contact: Sarah Cunningham, Projections Economist, Sarah.E.Cunningham@employ.oregon.gov, (503) 871-0046 

Oregon Employment Department, Workforce and Economic Research Division
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Top 20 Construction and Extraction Occupations by Total Openings, 2023-2033

Occupation Title

Projected 

Employment  2033

Employment 

Change

Replacement 

Openings

Total 

Openings

Construction and Extraction Occupations 119,045 14,872 90,224 105,096

Construction Laborers 20,995 2,954 16,264 19,218

Carpenters 22,156 2,403 16,162 18,565

Electricians 12,016 1,987 9,628 11,615

First-Line Supervisors of Construction Trades and Extraction Workers 12,692 1,564 9,081 10,645

Painters, Construction and Maintenance 8,495 1,331 6,024 7,355

Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitters 5,952 767 4,660 5,427

Operating Engineers and Other Construction Equipment Operators 5,505 591 4,311 4,902

Roofers 5,013 515 3,479 3,994

Sheet Metal Workers 2,899 307 2,444 2,751

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 2,748 413 1,740 2,153

Highway Maintenance Workers 2,215 246 1,704 1,950

Cement Masons and Concrete Finishers 2,513 108 1,785 1,893

Construction and Building Inspectors 1,429 98 1,448 1,546

Tile and Stone Setters 1,465 214 961 1,175

Glaziers 969 98 858 956

Hazardous Materials Removal Workers 719 60 646 706

Septic Tank Servicers and Sewer Pipe Cleaners 693 87 575 662

Insulation Workers, Floor, Ceiling, and Wall 695 102 532 634

Floor Layers, Except Carpet, Wood, and Hard Tiles 742 147 473 620

Helpers--Painters, Paperhangers, Plasterers, and Stucco Masons 535 78 530 608

OREGON

Contact: Sarah Cunningham, Projections Economist, Sarah.E.Cunningham@employ.oregon.gov, (503) 871-0046 

Oregon Employment Department, Workforce and Economic Research Division



Regional data: present and future
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES) 
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
QWI Explorer application, U.S. Census Bureau 
Industry Employment Projections, OED
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Current growth differs by county
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Number of firms no longer growing

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1,000

Q
1

-2
0

0
1

Q
4

-2
0

0
1

Q
3

-2
0

0
2

Q
2

-2
0

0
3

Q
1

-2
0

0
4

Q
4

-2
0

0
4

Q
3

-2
0

0
5

Q
2

-2
0

0
6

Q
1

-2
0

0
7

Q
4

-2
0

0
7

Q
3

-2
0

0
8

Q
2

-2
0

0
9

Q
1

-2
0

1
0

Q
4

-2
0

1
0

Q
3

-2
0

1
1

Q
2

-2
0

1
2

Q
1

-2
0

1
3

Q
4

-2
0

1
3

Q
3

-2
0

1
4

Q
2

-2
0

1
5

Q
1

-2
0

1
6

Q
4

-2
0

1
6

Q
3

-2
0

1
7

Q
2

-2
0

1
8

Q
1

-2
0

1
9

Q
4

-2
0

1
9

Q
3

-2
0

2
0

Q
2

-2
0

2
1

Q
1

-2
0

2
2

Q
4

-2
0

2
2

Q
3

-2
0

2
3

Q
2

-2
0

2
4

Q
1

-2
0

2
5

Average Quarterly Number of Firms in Central Oregon and 3 Quarter Rolling Average 
Q1 2021 - Q1 2025

  Specialty Trade Contractors 3 Qrt Rolling Average
Construction of Buildings 3 Qrt Rolling Average
Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction 3 Qrt Rolling Average
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Mid-Year Permit Count at 1,005—619 Permits Behind 2024, With Time to Catch Up
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, SOCDS Building Permits; and Oregon Employment Department 
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, SOCDS Building Permits; and Oregon Employment Department 
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Central Oregon Projected to see some of the fastest growth in Construction 
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Central Oregon to Add 1,094 Construction  and extraction Jobs by 2033

Occupational Employment Projections for Central Oregon (Crook, Deschutes and Jefferson Counties), 2023-2033
Oregon Employment Department, Workforce and Economic Research Division

Occupation Title

Projected 

Employment  

2033

Employment 

Change

Replacement 

Openings

Total 

Openings

Construction and Extraction Occupations 8,306 1,094 6,268 7,362

Carpenters 1,697 194 1,234 1,428

Construction Laborers 1,469 221 1,132 1,353

Electricians 795 144 631 775

First-Line Supervisors of Construction Trades and Extraction Workers 898 110 643 753

Operating Engineers and Other Construction Equipment Operators 569 74 440 514

Painters, Construction and Maintenance 551 95 388 483

Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitters 323 45 251 296

Roofers 315 35 218 253

Cement Masons and Concrete Finishers 222 9 158 167

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 152 27 95 122

Highway Maintenance Workers 137 16 106 122

Tile and Stone Setters 118 18 78 96

Glaziers 86 8 76 84

Helpers--Painters, Paperhangers, Plasterers, and Stucco Masons 58 9 57 66

Floor Layers, Except Carpet, Wood, and Hard Tiles 38 8 24 32

Miscellaneous Construction and Related Workers 24 1 21 22

Source: Oregon Employment Department Occupational Projections 
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Source: QWI Explorer application, U.S. Census Bureau and Oregon Employment Department 
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Housing remains expensive

➢ “Home affordability varies widely 

throughout the state, even when 

considering earnings. For instance, 

Hood River and Bend were the most 

expensive areas in which to buy a 

home in 2023, with home price-to-

income ratios of 7.5 and 6.5, 

respectively, despite relatively high 

median family incomes in these 

areas […]”

- Oregon Housing and Community Services. 

(2024). State of the state’s housing (p. 20).
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Home prices Around the state
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Construction occupations represented the group with the 3rd most vacancies in ’24

Occupation Group Vacancies

Average 

Wage

All Occupations 5,941 $22.68

Food Preparation and Serving Related 1,026 $16.51

Production 589 $19.82

Construction and Extraction 496 $24.68

Health Care Practitioners and Technical 492 $41.40

Sales and Related 405 $22.35

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 401 $24.78

Transportation and Material Moving 395 $18.54

Community and Social Service 316 $31.06

Health Care Support 307 $20.53

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance 266 $19.78

Office and Administrative Support 244 $19.65

Education, Training, and Library 204 $19.26

Personal Care and Service 203 $15.54

Protective Service 171 $18.81

Management 152 $25.20

Business and Financial Operations 84 $33.68

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media 80 $20.47

Architecture and Engineering 52 $35.96

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 50 $14.20

Computer and Mathematical 8 n/a

Source: Oregon Employment Department

East Cascades Job Vacancies by Occupation Group, 2024



Why is it important? Why are Oregonians unemployed?  
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Oregon Unemployment by Reason [Trend]

Entrants

Job Losers

Job Leavers

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Population Survey

New or returning to 

the workforce

42,700 (40%)

Lost job 

57,100 (53%)

Left job voluntarily

7,000 (7%)
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IN q1 of 2025, construction employed 7.9% of Central Oregon's Workforce  
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Employment & Wages by Industry (QCEW)



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
Survey? Please do!

BLS survey information is gathered to create data for businesses, jobseekers, 
workers and policy-makers about the economy including:

Your response is vital to ensuring accurate, complete, and unbiased data that 
is representative of the people and businesses in Oregon and the United States.
Your confidential responses are protected by federal and state law and strict security policies that prohibit us from releasing any information 
that could reveal the identity of you or your business without your consent.

Thank you for helping us track the Oregon economy! 25



Nicole s. Ramos, regional Economist
nicole.s.ramos@employ.oregon.gov 

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research:
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

Follow us on X @OED_Research and Bluesky @OED-Research
26

Share your feedback!

Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

https://x.com/OED_Research
https://bsky.app/profile/oed-research.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/oed-research.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/oed-research.bsky.social
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